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Unicorn Newsletter: Spring 1, 2026
Welcome to our half term Newsletter where we have had some exciting staff news.

Mrs Wilgoss started her maternity leave at the end of January. We wish her all the best as she starts her
new family. We welcomed Miss Kiss to the Year 1 team who will be covering the position.

We also wish Miss Lomas adieu as she embarks on an exciting trip of a lifetime for the rest of the year.
We look forward to receiving regular updates from her travels which will help with our geography
learning! Mrs Mitchell-Shaw will be back with us full time to cover the class.

We look forward to welcoming you back on Monday 23rd February.

Miss Elvines

Attendance Update

Attendance for the whole school this half term is 94.6% - well done Year 5, again, for having 96%
attendance (an improvement on your win last term!).

Punctuality this half term 60% of pupils arriving on time. Year 5 have also been our most punctual year.
Let's keep improving these stats.

Thank you for supporting your children with coming to school and being on time.



Updates & Reminders
School Hire

If you know of anyone wishing to find a venue for an out of hours' club or meeting, please think of using
Unicorn Primary School's facilities. Contact us on hire@unicorn.mslt.org.uk for more details.

Trips & Visits

You will have seen in the last newsletter and below some of the trips and visits we have at Unicorn,
which the children always enjoy. We strive to keep costs as low as possible when asking for voluntary
contributions, which are based on the full class attending. However, without these essential
contributions, we may have to stop offering these activities which enrich the curriculum. Of course, we
understand there are some families struggling financially at the moment and do not want to add to
these difficulties, but we also have a very limited school budget. To date we are in arrears of nearly £100
from non payments. Please consider this when giving your consent for the trip/visit. Thank you to the
FUN Committee for organising events which raise funds that we can use to help keep costs down.

Head Lice

We have had repeated cases of headlice in multiple year groups this half term, so we would urge
everyone to check their children's hair regularly and treat if necessary. It is important to keep checking
for at least two weeks after you first spot eggs to ensure all lice have gone. It is also essential that
everyone does this to eliminate the problem or the lice will keep moving from head to head in the
classroom, which can become an expensive and irritating problem.

Parking

We have received several complaints from our neighbours recently about inconsiderate parking across
driveways and dropped curbs in the next door Cala estate and rude behaviour from parents, as well as
parking in the disabled bays in the school carpark. Please can we remind everyone to follow the
Highway Code and our in house Rules of the Car Park (see below).

Seesaw

We hope you have been enjoying seeing your child's work on Seesaw. We will start sharing half termly
letters here and other news so you have information in one place.

If you have not yet done so, please give your consent or decline, on Arbor.

Library Update


mailto:hire@unicorn.mslt.org.uk

After bookcase building, new carpet, leaks, sorting, categorising and organising, Unicorn's library is once
again functional. Thank you to all the parent volunteers who have come in to help over the last few
months.

After half term, classes will be able to begin visiting the library again and borrowing books to take home
and enjoy. We will also begin working on the woodland display. We have some amazing art work from
the children which will be transformed into wonderful displays to make the library a peaceful place to
read and enjoy books.

Parents' Evening

If you have not already done so, please book your appointment on Arbor. Monday 2nd or Thursday 5th
March (Tuesday 10th March for 5-Blue).

Homework Survey Feedback
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‘4 Homework Survey Feedback

What Parents Told Us What Children Told Us

% 91% think homework is important * Most say the amount of homework is
or very important. Jjust right.

% Most spend up to 30 minutes on % Level of challenge is varied or right.
homework; this is the recommended ) :
S 2t Uni phus at | # Most like using an app for homework.
15-20 minutes of reading each day. % Most children indicated they need a

* parenits feel thei chikl bit of support to get started on their
some type of help with homework. N\

% 97% say instructions are clear. % Keeps us engaged / keeps us on track. |

% Many parents would like creative/practical % Ithelps me practise what I've leamt!
tasks once per half term. “ It makes me feel ready for lessons.

% Some parents suggested spelling tests:

% Promoting the love of reading at home and school.

% Promote the purpose of good reading skills. < "
% Sending homework that consolidates the curriculurm. P
% Using Spelling Shed within lessons for key vocabulary. :
™" % Preparing our oldest chiiren for the next steps in ther education. .~ &

~ .




Books & Reading!

Your child will be coming home with their World Book Day voucher today, which can be used until 15th
March at all participating book stores. For more information, please look here: WBD

At Unicorn, we are inviting children to dress up on 5th March, if they wish, from the three choices
below.

A favourite book character.

or

Clothes that they would choose for cosy reading or story shares - it could be pyjamas or onesies.
or

Non-fiction fans, an outfit that represents their favourite type of book, such as a chef for those keen
readers of recipes and cook books.

Please see the reading email sent today with a holiday activity for you too.

They will also bring a Scholastic magazine home which includes books in our new Scholastic Book Club.
The Club is up and running! Go to https://clubs.scholastic.co.uk/C-SNBWJGEK to browse the latest books
and order online. For every £1 you spend on this month’s Book Club, our school will earn 20p in
Scholastic Rewards.

Please place your order online by 20th March 2026 to receive your books before the Easter holidays
with free delivery to school.

2026 is the National Year of Reading. The focus is on Reading for Pleasure and reimagining reading for
the modern age.

Children and adults, across the country, in 2026 will be encouraged to think of what they like to read
and how they like to read.


https://www.worldbookday.com/
https://clubs.scholastic.co.uk/C-SNBWJG6K

This can include stories, non-fiction, graphic novels, comics, audio books, news, hobby books such as
cook books and sports news. Research shows that when a child chooses how and what they read, they
enjoy it much more.

Why not try reading different things with your child this half term?

National Year of

Reading 2026

Year 6 World War 2 Trip

Last month, Year 6 took part in an immersive theatre trip with the Splatt Theatre Company. We had to
dress up as World War Il evacuees and travel by train to our destination. There we were met by two
billeting officers as we magically stepped back in time to 1939! For the rest of the day we lived as
children being evacuated to the countryside. Not only did we have a fantastic experience, we learned so
much about what life would have been like on the Home Front. A massive thank you to all the parents
who helped with the dressing up, as well as those who helped on the day itself.

On 29th January, we learnt how to sew and loads of other jobs to do so first we had to write our initials,
then we had to sew over it and it was quite easy. Then we had to get our jobs, one by one and | got the
hardest one of all - a farm picker. | had to keep the pigs in their pen and we had to collect wheat. It
was very hard. It was a very fun day!

Cass 6B

On 29th January we made carrot biscuits. Ingredients: carrots, margarine, vanilla extract, flour. Then
shape, cook, eat. After that we got our jobs. | was a maid, other people were farm pickers and more.

Alissa 6B

| really enjoyed the experience as an evacuee. The ladies there were very strict and kind at the same
time. We were taught how to make a carrot cookie, which was delicious and how to sew the first letter
of our name onto a cloth. We learned many things about life as an evacuee while also having fun.

Anna Maria 6B












Year 4 Visit from Harrisons

Year 4 enjoyed their first session of the Chefs Adopt a School programme last week, delivered by our
school dinner provider, Harrisons Catering. The children learned all about how their taste buds work
and had great fun exploring different flavours. They were encouraged to try a variety of foods and guess
whether they were sweet, salty, sour, or bitter—there were plenty of surprised faces and lots of
laughter!










Activities in Reception

In Reception, we ended our unit of learning on 'The Gingerbread Man' by baking our own gingerbread
men. We then wrote instructions to tell others how to make them. Just look at this amazing writing!
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Internet Safety Day KS2

As part of our ongoing commitment to helping pupils stay safe and confident online, we marked Safer
Internet Day 2026 on Tuesday 10th February with a special workshop for children in Years 4—6. Perform
for Schools delivered engaging drama workshops that introduced children to how smart technology and
Al work, encouraging them to think carefully about the choices they make online. Through fun,

fast-paced activities, pupils explored how to check information, stay safe, and know when to ask for
help.




Art @ Unicorn

Year 1 have been exploring the author and illustrator Barney Saltzberg. The children have learnt about
texture and shape. They have created fantastic Arlo the dog pictures.

Year 2 have been investigating Rene Margritte and Salvador Dali. They have been exploring Surrealism
and creating Magritte's famous apple containing something dream like and from their imagination.

Year 3 have been looking at Balance, Colour and Pattern. They have compared William Morris and Lois
Malou Jones and created their own wallpaper design using foam shapes to print with.
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Y2 Work

We explored the waterproof properties of wax by writing our names using a white wax crayon. We then
painted over it with water colours. The paint and water did not stick to the wax, only the paper. The
water ran off the wax covered areas.




Year 2 have been busy in Forest school this half term. We have been building dens (and took shelter
from the rain inside them!) We took part in the RSPB bird watch - you would be surprised what we were
able to see in the rain! We also built a fire and roasted pineapple as a tasty treat. We can't wait to carry
out our Geography fieldwork in the river for our final session next half term! Thank you to all of the
adults who have come to help us!










myHappymind
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We are proud to announce
that we are a myHappymind
Bronze Accredited school!

o0
«

This means we have
demonstrated our commitment

to building a wellbeing culture
for our entire school
community.

We are proud to announce that we are a myHappymind Bronze Accredited school!

This means that as a school we consider the mental health and wellbeing of our children as one of our
top priorities. We have created a whole school culture that helps build our children's resilience,
confidence and self esteem as well as teaching them how to self regulate in those stressful times.

This Accreditation badge has been awarded thanks to all the effort our staff, children, governors and
parents have put in to bring the lessons of myHappymind to life all around our school!

To Learn more about the myHappymind for Schools programme visit their website here -
https://myhappymind.org/



Pupil Achievements

After recent trials and training, we are pleased to share that Charlotte F, 6B, was selected to play in the
London County A team in the U11 Korfball competition at Harrow Leisure Centre last month. She
competed against other County teams in this one-day tournament and helped her team win.




Gymnasts at Unicorn!

Oscar, 2B, achieved a Gold Medal in his gymnastics competition last month. His parents are very proud
of him. Isabelle F and Isabel S, also 2B, both did really well in their gymnastics competition and came in
first and second place in their categories. Nina Y4 came 2nd in her event and was competing against 13
year olds! Willow in 2B did really well in her floor routine.
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Harper, RB, has recently progressed to squad-level gymnastics at the age of 5 and has just attended her
second ever competition. She was one of the youngest competitors, yet delivered an excellent floor
routine and went on to win gold overall.

Bowie, Y1, was lucky enough to win the first prize at FUN's Christmas Fair, which was tickets to watch
Ovo, Cirque Du Soliel at the Royal Albert Hall. Bowie said “l was mesmerised!”. It was such an amazing
prize and we are so grateful!

Thank you to FUN for organising the raffle and for the donation of prizes. Next time, it could be you!




Special Offer
Super League Basketball Playoff Finals, Sunday 17 May 2026 | 02 Arena, London

We're pleased to share access to specially discounted tickets (50% off) for the upcoming Super League
Basketball Playoff Finals.

The Finals will see the two top teams from the Men’s and Women’s Super League Basketball battle it
out to become the last teams standing in the 2025/2026 season, earning the ultimate bragging rights,
and waltzing off into the summer with the Playoff title to show for their efforts.

With both the women’s and men’s Super League Basketball Playoff Finals taking place in a spectacular
double bill, a capacity crowd of over 16,000 is expected to pack out the 02 and witness some of the best
ballers in the country do battle, as well as enjoying first-class entertainment from some of the biggest
artists in the world.

You can find out more on the event, including our promotional video, by
visiting https://www.superleaguebasketballm.co.uk/2026playoffs/

Ticket Offer & Booking

Our school has secured tickets for just £10 per person — a saving of at least 50% (normal prices: £28
Adult/ £20 Child).

Book your tickets here: https://www.britishbasketballshop.com/products/2026playoffprimary

Simply click “Add to Cart” and adjust the quantity as needed. Tickets will be dispatched directly by Super
League Basketball.


https://www.superleaguebasketballm.co.uk/2026playoffs/
https://www.britishbasketballshop.com/products/2026playoffprimary

Event & Term Dates
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27" February

5B Assembly 9.15am

2" — 6™ March

4Y Swimming Lessons

27 & 5" March

Parents’ Evening

5% March World Book Day

6" March 6B Assembly 9.15am

g'h— 13" March 4B Swimming Lessons
13" March 5Y Assembly 9.15am

16" March Y1 Trip to Hever Castle
16™ — 27 March Big Walk & Wheel to School
20" March 3Y Assembly 9.15am

21" March ¥3&4 Cross Country at Crystal Palace
23— 25 March Y5 Residential

17* April 3B Assembly 9.15am

24™ April 1B Assembly 9.15am

1* May 4B Assembly 9.15am

1* May Y2 Trip

7" May Class Photos

11" — 14 May Y6 SATS week

14" May Reception Trip

15" May 1Y Assembly 9.15am

20" May Music Concert

22™ May Sports Day am

2™ June Y6 and R Health Screening
5" June 4Y Assembly 9.15am

6" June FUN Summer Fair

12" June RB Assembly 9.15am

18" June 2Y Assembly 9.15am

18" June Y3 Sleepover

23— 30" June

Y6 Bikability {2-day cours= x3, sign up details to come)

25" — 26" June Y4 Camp

26" June RY Assembly 8.15am

1° July New Reception starters parent evening
3% —6" July Y6 Residential

8" July Y6 Graduoke

10™ July Pupil Parliament Assembly 5.15am

13" July Meet your new il’eacher

14" & 15% July Y6 Leavers’ Performances

20" July Exhibition Afternoon

Spring 2026

Half term 16th—20th February

Monday 23rd February—Friday 27th March




Summer 2026

Monday 13th April—Friday 22nd May

Bank Holiday 4th May

Half term 25th—29th May

Monday 1st June—Tuesday 21st July

Autumn 2026

Wednesday 2nd September - Friday 16th October

Half term 19th - 30th October

Monday 2nd November - Friday 18th December

FARMYARD
TRAIL

Join our trail around the farm to find the animals
\ Collect your prize goody box
L

from the Tea Room
No booking needed

Foal Farm Animal Rescue
Jail Lane, Biggin Hill, TN16 3AX

www.foalfarm.org.uk
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An interactive meteorite talk for children!

-

Wednesday 18 Februar

J back in timeto'a mighty %

ourney back in I;gn/elogmng £ o/

supernova - long lféfore/l '
formed - and folloWithetra

Tickets:
www.boreplace.org/whats-on

BYMT

BROMLEY YOUTH NUSIC TRUST

EASTER SOUNDS 2026

TUESDAY 7-THURSDAY 9 APRIL : 9.30am-12.30pm
Beginners courses for children in school years 3-7

on the start of their musical journey

BAND ON THE RUN * STRINGS ON THE RUN

PERCUSSION ON THE RUN - KEYBOARD & UKULELE ON THE RUN

TUESDAY 7-THURSDAY 9 APRIL : 1.30pm-4.30pm

For children in school years 3-7 who are continuing their musical journey
BYMT WIND BAND * BYMT STRING ORCHESTRA

PIANO ENSEMBLE

£95 PER COURSE
For more information & to register scan the QR Code or visit:

www.bymt.co.uk/sounds

BYMT | SOUTHBOROUGH LANE | BROMLEY | BR2 8AA
020 8467 1566 | contact@bymt.co.uk | @OfficialBYMT
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Clubs

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS — Spring 2026

DAY | clue | ime YEAR GROUF(S) | LOCATION TEACHER/COACH DATES

BEFORE SCHOOL CLUBS

WEDNESDAY | CROSS COUNTRY 8.15-8.45am 3&4 School Field Miss Elvines 4" March - 18" March
THURSDAY [ GYMNASTICS 8.00-8.453m 1-6 Small Hall J'amies Gymnastics 8 Jan - 26" March
THURSDAY | JUJITSU 8.00-8.453m 1,2&3 Main Hall Heijoshin Ju-Jitsu Club 8 Jan - 26" March
FRIDAY JU-JITSU 8.00-8.45am 4,5&6 Main Hall Heijoshin Ju-Jitsu Club g"" Jan - 27" March
TUESDAY CHEERLEADING 12.30 - 1.00pmM 1-6 Small Hall Cheer London Allstarz 6" Jan - 24" March
THURSDAY | SPANISH 12.30 - 1.00pmM 1-6 Mr Hunter's Room Kidslinge 12 Jan - 16" March
THURSDAY | STREETDANCE 12,30 - 1.00pm 1-6 Small Hall Cheer London Allstarz 8% Jan - 26" March
FRIDAY GARDENING 12.00-12.30pm 1&2 Flayground Miranda Mclneme){ 27" February — 27* March
FRIDAY GARDENING 12.30-1.00pm 3, 4,5&6 Flayground Miranda Mclnerney 27" February — 27" March
MONDAY ART CLUB 3.30 - 4.45pm 3-6 Art Room Jo Clinton 12 Jan - 23" March
MONDAY CODING CLUB 3.30-4.30pm 3,4,5&6 Classroom z2 Yellow Young Explorers HQ 12 Jan - 23" March
TUESDAY KORFBALL 3.30 - 4.30pm 3,4,5&6 Flayground Bromley Korfball Club 13" Jan - 24" March
TUESDAY DANCE ACTIVATE 3.30-4.30pm R,1,2&3 Main Hall Dance Activate 8" Jan —17*" March
WEDNESDAY | COOKING STARS 3.30 - 4.30pm 2-6 Classroom R Yellow Cooking Stars 7" Jan - 25" March (FULL)
WEDNESDAY | FOOTBALL (Mixed) | 3.30 - 4.30pm 152 Field Bromley FC 14" Jan - 25" March
THURSDAY | FOOTBALL (Mixed) [ 3.30-4.30pm 3&4 Field (change in corridor) | Bromley FC 15" Jan - 26" March
FRIDAY CREATION STATION | 3.25-4.250m R-2 Classroom 1 Yellow Creation Station 16" Jan—27"" March
FRIDAY FOOTBALL (Mixed) | 3.30 - 4.30pm 5&6 Field Bromley FC 16" Jan - 27" March
FRIDAY GIRLS' FOOTBALL 3.30- 4.30pm 3, 4,5&6 Field Bromley FC 16" Jan - 27" March

HEIJOSHIN JU-JITSU

i i Individual expression and growth through the art of Ju-Jitsu 7 i

Traditional Japanese Ju-Jitsu has been practiced for over 600 years. The art

incorporates striking, kicking, throws, standing and ground wrestling. Children
are taught syllabus and a belt system in a friendly and caring environment.

If you wish for your child to try out Ju-Jitsu in September, Please email us or

just come along. First lesson is FREE, without obligation

Heijoshin is a permanent club which has been at Unicorn for 8 years.

Come and try out the best club you haven’t joined yet!

Heijoshin provides Ju-Jitsu training for children from 4.5 years through to
adults, based out of various Bromley Schools.

Th

d

ys Years Reception, 1, 2 and3

Sensei Michael Hughes

Michaelhughes@heijoshin.org.uk
07719 794142

8.00-8.45am

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.




The After School Create Club will be back in the Spring Term 2026,
The club willl be held on Fridays from 3:20-4:20pm

and will be open +o children from ALL vear groups,

The cost per week will be £64.50, ( bookable as a termly block)

Term dates are 16/1 0 13/2 and 232 - 233

All materials for the activities will be provided, We also provide washable overalls, when needed, +o protect your
child's sehool uniform - we do the laundry for these!
Booking is open ow on

| 114 “ Ieinder PEPOS TP o
lat ' finder/

Our Create Clubs follow a wew and exciting carriculum each +erm. The theme for the SprivgTerm is
ONCE UPON A PLCTURE

with a different focus each week o inspire the pupils’ own ideas and imagination +o produce creative work.
All our staff are First Aid trained, DBS checked and hold full public liability insurance.
For further details about The Creation Station Beckenham, Hayes, Shortlands and Keston, please visit our
social media pages

We look forward o iuspiring vour children!
Cathy Davison

The Creation Station Beckenham, Haves, Shortlands and Keston,
078a7000874 thudavi ) il ion.co.uk

Y%=\ Young Explorers HQ

Young
ExplorersHQ

Computer Coding
Club

INSPIRING FUTURE

M INNOVATORS

WHAT - Animation Projects
WE . Game Development
« Art with Scraich
OFFER - Simulations ’ j’»
C

Spark your child's curiosity with our
exciting affer-school club, designed to
inspire young minds to explore the world
of technology and computer science.

'si00l-8 Unicorn Primary School
sl NS . Monday’s 3:30 - 4:30
- £9.00 per session
. 12" Jan - 23" March

« 10 Sessions







ART CLUB

UNICORN PRIMARY SCHOOL

email: joclinfon@hoftnoil.com
tel: 07904-098012

Mondays 12th January— 23rd March 2026
i 3.50pm- 4.45pm
3“3 %, Year Groups 3-6

Activities include: drawing, painting, pastels, collage,

& decoupage, keyrings, tote bags and clay.

The sessions will be run by qualified artist / tutor.
Limited spaces. £9.50 per session
(£95.00 for 10 weeks including art materials)




Spanish Club at Unicorn Primary School

Learning a language at a young age helps children to grow in self-
confidence and boosts their natural creativity. At Kidslingo, we
are dedicated to teaching Spanish to children through fun. We
use stories, games, songs and drama to bring the language to life
and inspire our learners.

We still have spaces available Spanish club at Unicorn Primary School
for children in the summer term!

* The class will run on Thursday lunchtimes for 30 minutes. There will be one class for
Yrs 1-4

«  The class will run with a maximum of 20 children per group.
* The cost of the club for the term is £76.50 plus an additional 2% transaction fee.

* Included in the cost of the club. all children will also get access to our exclusive
Kidslingo games website, with games in Spanish and as a bonus in French!

* There are no textbooks or materials which you need to purchase. We will issue vocab
sheets, worksheets and provide reward certificates.

* The club will run from w.c. 12* of January up to w.c. 16™ of March 2026 inclusive.

To register your child in the club please go to: https://bit.ly/UnicornPrimary School

Alternatively, you can zcan the QR code below to register:

If your child already attends the club, you will receive an email regarding re-enrolment.
If you have any questions, please email me at joannaj@kidslingo.co.uk

Joanna

www kidslingo.co.uk Joanna Jayarajan 07957 503 945
Facebook: KidslingoToannaT

Joanna is fully trained, insured and holds an enhanced DBS certificate.

A Kidslingo Franchise owned and operated under licence by Joanna Jayarajan
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TUESDAY 3:30-4:15
ONSITE AT UNICORN
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SPRING TERM

6™ JANUARY - 17™ MARCH

HALF TERM 17™ FEBRUARY
(1 WEEK)

OR EMAIL: GEORGINA@GWDANCEACADEMY.CO.UK

THE GEORGINA WESTON DANCE ACADEMY

georgina@gwdanceacademy.co.uk 07590 915171



JAMIES
GYMNASTICS
IS RETURNING TO

UNICORN

THURSDAY 8AM - 8:45AM - YEARS 1-6

£7.50 PER SESSION. PAYABLE MONTHLY.
£6 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP ALSO PAYABLE ON SIGN UP

TO ENROL. PLEASE VISIT OUR
WEBSITE OR CONTACT US:

=56 020 8464 1477 | INFO®IGAGROUP.CO.UK
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'Rules' of the Car Park

e Creswell Drive is a private road past the school. Cameras have been installed and we have been
informed that tickets will be issued if you park here.



Do not park on both sides of the road on Creswell Drive. Do not park on the grass verges in
Langley Court and avoid the private parking bays on Roman Way and Romulus Drive.

DO NOT park in the disabled bays if you do not have a Blue Badge.

Drop Off Zone (marked by cones) - No one should park here and leave the car unattended. This
area is for parents to stop and let their children jump out of the car and make their own way to
school. DO NOT move the cones.

Please DO NOT block in any parked cars. If you do, please hurry back to your car so you keep
other families waiting a minimal amount of time following your selfish act.

Be aware of dropped curbs and blind corners when parking in Creswell Drive, so as not to create
a dangerous situation for any pedestrians or cyclists.

Please leave the car park as quickly as you can, to free up space for others.

Drive safely, be courteous, be respectful.



