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Unicorn Newsletter: Spring 1, 2026 

Welcome to our half term Newsletter where we have had some exciting staff news. 

Mrs Wilgoss started her maternity leave at the end of January.  We wish her all the best as she starts her 

new family.  We welcomed Miss Kiss to the Year 1 team who will be covering the position.   

We also wish Miss Lomas adieu as she embarks on an exciting trip of a lifetime for the rest of the year.  

We look forward to receiving regular updates from her travels which will help with our geography 

learning!  Mrs Mitchell-Shaw will be back with us full time to cover the class. 

We look forward to welcoming you back on Monday 23rd February. 

Miss Elvines 

 

Attendance Update 

Attendance for the whole school this half term is 94.6%  - well done Year 5, again, for having 96% 

attendance (an improvement on your win last term!).  

Punctuality this half term 60% of pupils arriving on time. Year 5 have also been our most punctual year. 

Let's keep improving these stats.   

Thank you for supporting your children with coming to school and being on time. 



Updates & Reminders  

School Hire 

If you know of anyone wishing to find a venue for an out of hours' club or meeting, please think of using 

Unicorn Primary School's facilities.  Contact us on hire@unicorn.mslt.org.uk for more details. 

 

Trips & Visits 

You will have seen in the last newsletter and below some of the trips and visits we have at Unicorn, 

which the children always enjoy.  We strive to keep costs as low as possible when asking for voluntary 

contributions, which are based on the full class attending.  However, without these essential 

contributions, we may have to stop offering these activities which enrich the curriculum.  Of course, we 

understand there are some families struggling financially at the moment and do not want to add to 

these difficulties, but we also have a very limited school budget. To date we are in arrears of nearly £100 

from non payments. Please consider this when giving your consent for the trip/visit.  Thank you to the 

FUN Committee for organising events which raise funds that we can use to help keep costs down.     

 

Head Lice 

We have had repeated cases of headlice in multiple year groups this half term, so we would urge 

everyone to check their children's hair regularly and treat if necessary.  It is important to keep checking 

for at least two weeks after you first spot eggs to ensure all lice have gone.  It is also essential that 

everyone does this to eliminate the problem or the lice will keep moving from head to head in the 

classroom, which can become an expensive and irritating problem.   

 

Parking 

We have received several complaints from our neighbours recently about inconsiderate parking across 

driveways and dropped curbs in the next door Cala estate and rude behaviour from parents, as well as 

parking in the disabled bays in the school carpark.  Please can we remind everyone to follow the 

Highway Code and our in house Rules of the Car Park (see below).   

 

Seesaw 

We hope you have been enjoying seeing your child's work on Seesaw.  We will start sharing half termly 

letters here and other news so you have information in one place.   

If you have not yet done so, please give your consent or decline, on Arbor. 

 

Library Update 

mailto:hire@unicorn.mslt.org.uk


After bookcase building, new carpet, leaks, sorting, categorising and organising, Unicorn's library is once 

again functional.  Thank you to all the parent volunteers who have come in to help over the last few 

months. 

After half term, classes will be able to begin visiting the library again and borrowing books to take home 

and enjoy.  We will also begin working on the woodland display.  We have some amazing art work from 

the children which will be transformed into wonderful displays to make the library a peaceful place to 

read and enjoy books. 

 

Parents' Evening 

If you have not already done so, please book your appointment on Arbor.  Monday 2nd or Thursday 5th 

March (Tuesday 10th March for 5-Blue).   

Homework Survey Feedback 

 



Books & Reading! 

 

Your child will be coming home with their World Book Day voucher today, which can be used until 15th 

March at all participating book stores.  For more information, please look here:  WBD 

At Unicorn, we are inviting children to dress up on 5th March, if they wish, from the three choices 

below. 

A favourite book character. 

or  

Clothes that they would choose for cosy reading or story shares - it could be pyjamas or onesies. 

or  

Non-fiction fans, an outfit that represents their favourite type of book, such as a chef for those keen 

readers of recipes and cook books. 

Please see the reading email sent today with a holiday activity for you too. 

 

They will also bring a Scholastic magazine home which includes books in our new Scholastic Book Club.  

The Club is up and running! Go to https://clubs.scholastic.co.uk/C-SNBWJG6K to browse the latest books 

and order online. For every £1 you spend on this monthΩs Book Club, our school will earn 20p in 

Scholastic Rewards. 

Please place your order online by 20th March 2026 to receive your books before the Easter holidays 

with free delivery to school. 

 

2026 is the National Year of Reading.  The focus is on Reading for Pleasure and reimagining reading for 

the modern age. 

Children and adults, across the country, in 2026 will be encouraged to think of what they like to read 

and how they like to read. 

https://www.worldbookday.com/
https://clubs.scholastic.co.uk/C-SNBWJG6K


This can include stories, non-fiction, graphic novels, comics, audio books, news, hobby books such as 

cook books and sports news.  Research shows that when a child chooses how and what they read, they 

enjoy it much more. 

Why not try reading different things with your child this half term? 

 

Year 6 World War 2 Trip 

Last month, Year 6 took part in an immersive theatre trip with the Splatt Theatre Company. We had to 

dress up as World War II evacuees and travel by train to our destination. There we were met by two 

billeting officers as we magically stepped back in time to 1939! For the rest of the day we lived as 

children being evacuated to the countryside. Not only did we have a fantastic experience,  we learned so 

much about what life would have been like on the Home Front. A massive thank you to all the parents 

who helped with the dressing up, as well as those who helped on the day itself.  

On 29th January, we learnt how to sew and loads of other jobs to do so first we had to write our initials, 

then we had to sew over it and it was quite easy.  Then we had to get our jobs, one by one and I got the 

hardest one of all  - a farm picker.  I had to keep the pigs in their pen and we had to collect wheat.  It 

was very hard.  It was a very fun day! 

Cass 6B 

On 29th January we made carrot biscuits.  Ingredients: carrots, margarine, vanilla extract, flour.  Then 

shape, cook, eat.  After that we got our jobs.  I was a maid, other people were farm pickers and more. 

Alissa 6B 

I really enjoyed the experience as an evacuee.  The ladies there were very strict and kind at the same 

time.  We were taught how to make a carrot cookie, which was delicious and how to sew the first letter 

of our name onto a cloth.  We learned many things about life as an evacuee while also having fun.   

Anna Maria 6B 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



Year 4 Visit from Harrisons 

Year 4 enjoyed their first session of the Chefs Adopt a School programme last week, delivered by our 

school dinner provider, Harrisons Catering. The children learned all about how their taste buds work 

and had great fun exploring different flavours. They were encouraged to try a variety of foods and guess 

whether they were sweet, salty, sour, or bitterτthere were plenty of surprised faces and lots of 

laughter! 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Activities in Reception 

In Reception, we ended our unit of learning on 'The Gingerbread Man' by baking our own gingerbread 

men. We then wrote instructions to tell others how to make them. Just look at this amazing writing! 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Internet Safety Day KS2 

As part of our ongoing commitment to helping pupils stay safe and confident online, we marked Safer 

Internet Day 2026 on Tuesday 10th February with a special workshop for children in Years 4ς6. Perform 

for Schools delivered engaging drama workshops that introduced children to how smart technology and 

AI work, encouraging them to think carefully about the choices they make online. Through fun, 

fastȤpaced activities, pupils explored how to check information, stay safe, and know when to ask for 

help. 

 

 



 

Art @ Unicorn 

Year 1 have been exploring the author and illustrator Barney Saltzberg.  The children have learnt about 

texture and shape. They have created fantastic Arlo the dog pictures.   

Year 2 have been investigating Rene Margritte and Salvador Dali.  They have been exploring Surrealism 

and creating Magritte's famous apple containing something dream like and from their imagination.   

Year 3 have been looking at Balance, Colour and Pattern.  They have compared William Morris and Lois 

Malou Jones and created their own wallpaper design using foam shapes to print with. 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Y2 Work 

We explored the waterproof properties of wax by writing our names using a white wax crayon. We then 

painted over it with water colours.  The paint and water did not stick to the wax, only the paper.  The 

water ran off the wax covered areas.   

 



 

 

Year 2 have been busy in Forest school this half term. We have been building dens (and took shelter 

from the rain inside them!) We took part in the RSPB bird watch - you would be surprised what we were 

able to see in the rain! We also built a fire and roasted pineapple as a tasty treat. We can't wait to carry 

out our Geography fieldwork in the river for our final session next half term! Thank you to all of the 

adults who have come to help us! 

 



 

 

 



 

 



myHappymind 

 

We are proud to announce that we are a myHappymind Bronze Accredited school! 

This means that as a school we consider the mental health and wellbeing of our children as one of our 

top priorities. We have created a whole school culture that helps build our children's resilience, 

confidence and self esteem as well as teaching them how to self regulate in those stressful times. 

This Accreditation badge has been awarded thanks to all the effort our staff, children, governors and 

parents have put in to bring the lessons of myHappymind to life all around our school! 

To Learn more about the myHappymind for Schools programme visit their website here - 

https://myhappymind.org/ 



Pupil Achievements  

After recent trials and training, we are pleased to share that Charlotte F, 6B, was selected to play in the 

London County A team in the U11 Korfball competition at Harrow Leisure Centre last month.  She 

competed against other County teams in this one-day tournament and helped her team win. 

 



 

 

Gymnasts at Unicorn! 

Oscar, 2B, achieved a Gold Medal in his gymnastics competition last month. His parents are very proud 

of him.  Isabelle F and Isabel S, also 2B, both did really well in their gymnastics competition and came in 

first and second place in their categories.  Nina Y4 came 2nd in her event and was competing against 13 

year olds!  Willow in 2B did really well in her floor routine.   



 



 



Harper, RB, has recently progressed to squad-level gymnastics at the age of 5 and has just attended her 

second ever competition. She was one of the youngest competitors, yet delivered an excellent floor 

routine and went on to win gold overall. 

Bowie, Y1, was lucky enough to win the first prize at FUN's Christmas Fair, which was tickets to watch 

Ovo, Cirque Du Soliel at the Royal Albert Hall.  Bowie said άI was mesmerised!έ. It was such an amazing 

prize and we are so grateful!  

Thank you to FUN for organising the raffle and for the donation of prizes.  Next time, it could be you! 

 

 



Special Offer 

Super League Basketball Playoff Finals, Sunday 17 May 2026 | O2 Arena, London 

WeΩre pleased to share access to specially discounted tickets (50% off) for the upcoming Super League 

Basketball Playoff Finals. 

The Finals will see the two top teams from the MenΩs and WomenΩs Super League Basketball battle it 

out to become the last teams standing in the 2025/2026 season, earning the ultimate bragging rights, 

and waltzing off into the summer with the Playoff title to show for their efforts. 

With both the womenΩs and menΩs Super League Basketball Playoff Finals taking place in a spectacular 

double bill, a capacity crowd of over 16,000 is expected to pack out the O2 and witness some of the best 

ballers in the country do battle, as well as enjoying first-class entertainment from some of the biggest 

artists in the world. 

You can find out more on the event, including our promotional video, by 

visiting https://www.superleaguebasketballm.co.uk/2026playoffs/ 

Ticket Offer & Booking 

Our school has secured tickets for just £10 per person τ a saving of at least 50% (normal prices: £28 

Adult/ £20 Child). 

Book your tickets here: https://www.britishbasketballshop.com/products/2026playoffprimary 

Simply click άAdd to Cartέ and adjust the quantity as needed. Tickets will be dispatched directly by Super 

League Basketball. 

https://www.superleaguebasketballm.co.uk/2026playoffs/
https://www.britishbasketballshop.com/products/2026playoffprimary


Event & Term Dates 

 

Spring 2026 

Half term 16thτ20th February 

Monday 23rd FebruaryτFriday 27th March 

 



Summer 2026 

Monday 13th AprilτFriday 22nd May 

Bank Holiday 4th May 

Half term 25thτ29th May 

Monday 1st JuneτTuesday 21st July 

 

Autumn 2026 

Wednesday 2nd September - Friday 16th October 

Half term 19th - 30th October 

Monday 2nd November  - Friday 18th December  

 



 

 



Clubs 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 


